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Welcome delegates! We are thrilled to welcome you to the First Congress on Korean
Unification. In this committee, you will be presented with a disruptive yet not totally
unrealistic crisis: the death of Kim Jong Un. Following the COVID-19 pandemic, famine
has ravaged the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), and has driven the
isolated society to its breaking point. As delegates of this committee, it will be up to
you to lay the foundation for further discussions to create a unified Korea. The first
congress aims to solve the humanitarian crisis in the DPRK, tackling difficult subjects
like the DMZ, denuclearization, foreign influence in the Korean peninsula, and
international trade.

Chair
I’m Bella Pick, your chair for the First Congress on Korean Reunification. I’m a
fourth year Ivey Business Administration and English and Cultural Studies dual
degree student, and was the Secretary General of WESMUN Internal in 2020 and
played a large part in transitioning Model UN to an online platform in the first
semester. I’ve been a part of Model UN since I was 15, and have always had an
affinity for crisis committees -- they’re always my top choice as a delegate, I’ve also
chaired, crisis directed, and staffed them in the past. I’m really looking forward to
attempting Korean Reunification, and seeing any and every twist and turn the
committee will have to offer. 
 

Crisis Director
 
My name is Atticus Lyon, and I am in fourth year studying Business Administration
at Ivey. I have spent three years with the Western Model United Nations Society,
in various roles including Secretary-General of WESMUN 2018 and WxMUN 2019,
as well as President of the club during WESMUN 2019. I have held all roles in a
crisis committee during my Model UN tenure, and look forward to adapting the
committee to this virtual setting. I appreciate the use of digital tools for delivering
crisis updates, and am looking forward to adapting our committee to the online
environment. 
 

Co-Chair
Hi everyone! My name is Nathalie and I am so happy to be here with such a great
team!  I will be your co-chair for this committee. I am a first year student hoping to
specialize in either political science or international relations. I did MUN
throughout high school, but I am looking forward to all the experience I can get
through WESMUN.
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2Introduction

This committee begins with the death of Kim Jong-UN. The nation
falls into several months of national mourning, with significant
political unrest beginning to brew within the borders -- and from
international interests. Without a clear heir apparent, Kim Yo Jong
takes power with little training or preparation. 

However, this quickly backfired, and a humanitarian crisis ensues
following the incompetence of the incumbent leader. Over 50% of
the population is significantly malnourished, rumours of civil unrest
are emerging from the nation. Following these reports, Kim Yo Jong
has disappeared; it is assumed that she has fled the nation.

With a power vacuum forming in the DPRK, international forces are
beginning to show interest in sending humanitarian aid, and
possibly deploying troops in the area -- rumours are circulating of
intelligence plots to stage a coup from both the United States,
Japan, and China. 

Given the fragility and potentially long-lasting impact of the
situation, along with the time-sensitivity of the situation, the ROK
has reached out to the DPRK to form the First Congress on Re-
Unification, offering the DPRK an alternative to supranational
intervention. This congress is by no means an exhaustive attempt
to reunify the two nations, however, it is the first step to a future of
peaceful coexistence.

PART 1



3Background

Korea began as a unified nation, and historically, the North and South had relatively
strong relationships. Korea has a significant colonial history, first by China, then by
Japan, and was eventually surrendered following World War Two. The nation-state was
split in two by Russia and the United States as they drew borders and split their
colonial conquests of supranational influence. In Korea’s case, this border was drawn
at the 38th parallel. 

The Korean War began soon after, after 75,000 soldiers from North Korea, led by Kim Il
Sung, who sought to reunify Korea, crossed the parallel, marking the first military act of
the Cold War. Globally, it was seen as an attempt to spread communism to South
Korea and beyond -- thus, the United States entered the war on South Korea’s behalf.
Five million people perished as a result of the war, and the borders remained status
quo ante bellum. 

The war left the global stage fearful of future conflict, and thus, a Demilitarized Zone
(DMZ) was formed at the border. It is approximately two and a half miles wide, and is
heavily armed. This zone still exists at the time of crisis, but has since seen all guard
posts except one dismantled, and has seen the cessation of all loudspeaker
propaganda campaigns. The DMZ is filled with an estimated 1 million land mines. 

Following the Korean War, Korea began training professionals with the required
knowledge to begin a nuclear program. Upon discovery, the United States deployed
nuclear weapons to South Korea -- which prompted North Korea and Russia to enter a
nuclear cooperation agreement. The first suspected nuclear weapons in the DPRK
were presumed to be built early in the 1990s, after the nation had signed the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty. The United States has since used this as a talking point in its
propaganda efforts against the nation, and North Korea continues to insist that it has a
right to weapons development in the same capacity as the United States. As at the
time of crisis, North Korea is still regularly testing new nuclear weapons, however, has
clearly expressed its willingness to continue negotiations on denuclearization if a more
clear and two-sided definition is provided. 

PART 2



4
The September 2018 Inter-Korean Summit was highly productive. It saw all landmines
removed from the Joint Security Area, where negotiations between the two Koreas can
take place. Delegates agreed to cooperate on areas of health, transportation, and the
Korean economy. The United States agreed not to obstruct a ground-breaking
ceremony of the inter-Korean railway, and the ROK encouraged the international
community to recognize the DPRK’s denuclearization intent as in good faith. 

The international community has been largely involved in North Korea’s affairs since its
inception as a nation. Propaganda efforts targeting the nation in a negative light have
taken place from all corners of the political spectrum; they tend to criticize the nation
for its failed attempt at socialism, so-called brainwashing, and willingness to blindly
follow a leader that is, in their eyes, not democratically elected.

The DPRK’s constitution describes the nation as a “dictatorship of people’s democracy”,
and has one prevailing party -- the Worker’s Party of Korea (WPK). The party controls all
elections, and has complete control over the two minor parties within the nation-state.
For all intents and purposes, the party operates much like a familial monarchy --
following Kim Il-sung’s death in 1994, his son Kim Jong-il took control of the party, and
following his death, his son, Kim Jong-un took power. 

Given that Kim Jong-un had no sons at the time of his passing, and his daughter was
seven years old, there is no heir-apparent to the WPK. Traditionally, potential heirs are
trained for several years, which left a question of who would take over. Kim Yo-jong
was eventually considered the most favourable choice, given her extensive experience
in the DPRK’s political sphere. However, given her minimal experience in a role with
such significant power, inability to gain the public confidence due to the sudden death
of Jong-un, and international powers, the state was beginning to fail. Yo-jong was
unable to successfully carry out social programs that were already struggling, and thus,
caused a significant humanitarian crisis. She quickly fled the nation and is presumed to
be in hiding somewhere in East Asia. The nation begins to descend into anarchy, and
the government is unable to exert the complete control over their citizens that they
once could. 

Representatives at Amnesty International exposed the humanitarian crisis to the global
community, as well as encouraging calls to action via social media. The international
community is outraged, and the United States sees this as a potential opportunity to,
as members of congress have suggested, ‘finally win the Korean War’. The federal
government has been consistently pushing to provide aid, and potentially attempt to
send peacekeeping forces to the nation -- they are backed by NATO, but Russia and
China vetoed a United Nations resolution sponsored by the United States on the same
topic. 
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With mounting international pressure, South Korea has reached out to the North to
offer an alternative to Western intervention. This is not the first time the two nations
have been in talks about the possibility of reunification, in fact, the vast majority of
South Koreans seek, at minimum, a peaceful coexistence with the North. They invited a
variety of North and South Korean politicians, as well as international interests in order
to convince them to assist in reducing tensions. North Korea saw no other option, and
thus, you are about to participate in the First Congress on Korean Reunification, where
you will attempt to solve the humanitarian crisis and begin making steps to
reunification.

Introduction to the Topics
PART 3

How can we prevent the civil unrest from worsening?
What will we do to prevent more deaths from occurring?
What will we do with those who have already perished? 
Is the ROK in a better position to accept refugees or send aid?
Will we try those responsible in a court of law? How will this impact the future of
reunification? 
How can we regain public trust? 

Is it best to sell the weapons to another nuclear power, dismantle the weapons, or
form a plan to keep these weapons in an amalgamated Korea? 

Who would be the best person to sell the weapons to? What are the political
ramifications of a sale like this? 
What would dismantling these weapons signal to the rest of the world? How might
this impact political power? 
What would a plan to keep the weapons look like? How would a nuclear program
work in a country with two clear and distinct nations? 

This committee will operate on a live time clock, and provide regular updates. Expect
approximately one year to pass per hour of debate. There is a logical and chronological
order to the topics at the congress. 

The humanitarian crisis is the most pressing issue and needs to be addressed before any
other issue. Some questions to consider about the crisis are: 

The nuclear stockpile in the DPRK is one of the primary issues preventing peaceful
coexistence between the two nations. Questions to consider about the issue might
include: 
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What is the goal for a post-DMZ world?
Who should be able to cross the border?
How much security does a border without the DMZ require?
Who is responsible for landmine removal?
Is there a need for another reunification highway?

How will the ROK and DPRK respond to a significant influx of
migrants/refugees/defectors across the border without a DMZ?

How will the DPRK regain a voice on the global stage?
What are the micro and macroeconomic implications of a reunification? 

Will DPRK be welcomed back into the global economy? What will they base their
trade on? 
Will sanctions on the nation be reduced or removed? 

How will social programs run within a unified Korea? What immediate aid might the
ROK provide? 

DMZ

To create lasting humanitarian change and move towards a unified Korea, the DMZ must
fall. The United States is clear that this cannot happen until a nuclear compromise has
been achieved. Questions to consider include:

Future Political Status and Trade is a question on the minds of everyone at the congress.
Some of the things that participants may want to consider are as follows: 

Finally, throughout the conference, the public opinion -- both nationally and internationally
-- is incredibly important given the civil unrest occurring in the DPRK. Throughout the
conference, consider actions that you may be able to take via private or public directive to
improve public confidence and trust in the government and the reunification process.
These measures may include media campaigns, social programs, or anything else that may
improve public faith.



WESMUN is not new to digital crisis systems - during WESMUN 2018, during
a Spain-Catalonia JCC, we successfully trialled a twitter interface for
providing crisis updates, and again used this method during 2020’s internal
WESMUN. Delegates who are most attentive to the twitter feed will be best-
positioned to succeed in the committee. Not all information posted to the
account will be directly relevant to the matters at hand - but the twitter feed
will provide an overview of this committee’s universe. Please don’t refer to
other sources on twitter - only this committee’s official account is relevant.
All tweets have the opportunity to be incorporated into your crisis arc, so
please capitalize on them as you best see fit. 

Delegates who are successful at WESMUN’s crises make skillful use of
private and public directives. It is advisable to send a note to crisis at the
beginning of the committee if you have any questions about your powers or
would like a status update. Frequent communication with crisis will be
important given the dynamic nature of this committee, so please check your
appropriate discord channel frequently. No delegate can succeed using
private directives alone. This committee is fundamentally based on
negotiation. We want to incentivize debate and compromise, so action
through public directives will make the crisis team more lenient with your
power through private directives. 

If delegates request to utilize nuclear powers in private directives, they will
not be granted, as this is a peacekeeping simulation. All efforts pertaining to
denuclearization are encouraged to be achieved through public directives.
Delegates will have control over economic and social policy, standardized
military procedures, public relations, and foreign relations, but the crisis
team reserves the right to refuse any request.

7Committee Structure
PART 4



8

PART 5
Character List

Kim Jong-gwan (Peoples’ Armed Forces DPRK) -

Kim Jong-gwan is a General in the Ministry of People's Armed Forces which is in charge of
coordinating the administrative and logistical affairs of the Korean People's Army (KPA).
Since December 2019, he is also the alternate member of the Politburo (WPK) which has
a high standing in North Korea although its current role is to rubber stamp the
Presidium's decisions.

Ri Son-gwon has been North Korea's Minister of Foreign Affairs since January 2020. He has a
military background and has limited diplomacy experience besides leading North Korea's
Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Country (CPRC).

Ri Son-gwon (Foreign Affairs DPRK) -

Ro Tu-chol (State Planning Commission DPRK) -

Kim Yong-jae - DPRK Minister of External Economic Relations -

Ro Tu-chol is not only one of the Vice Premiers of North Korea, but also the Chairman of the
State Planning Commission (SPA). As chairman of the SPA, which handles the country's
economic affairs, Ro Tu-chol has been instrumental in negotiating agreements with countries
interested in developing economic relations with North Korea, such as Russia.

As the Minister of External Economic Relations, Kim Yong-jae has been representing North
Korea's interests on key trips abroad, such as to China, Syria and Cuba. Kim Yong-jae was
formerly North Korea's diplomat in Russia.

Ki Kwang-ho - DPRK Minister of Finance -

Ki Kwang-ho has been the Minister of Finance for the past 6 years. In addition to this
important position, he is a candidate member of the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea (WPK).
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Lee In-young - Minister of Unification, ROK -

Lee In-young has been the Minister of Unification since mid-2020 while he was also the
Director-General of the Committee of COVID-19.  For decades, the Ministry of
Unification’s focus has been on inter-Korean relations, given the past enthusiasm that the
South Korean society demonstrated for reunification.  Now, however, there are more
concerns about reunification.

The experienced politician, Hong Nam-ki, is South Korea's Deputy Prime Minister as well as
the Minister of Economy and Finance.  The Ministry of Economy and Finance aims to rebuild
the economy through effective policy coordination, fiscal soundness,  tax reform and
increased international trade.

Hong Nam-ki - Minister of Economy and Finance ROK -

Kang Kyung-wha - Minister of Foreign Affairs ROK -

Suh Wook - Minister of National Defense ROK -

  

In her role as South Korea's Minister of Foreign Affairs, one of Kang Kyung-wha's goals is to
attain peace and the complete denuclearization for the Korean Peninsula. Her years of
experience working for the UN, in significant posts under Secretary General Antonio Guterres
as well as his two predecessors, support her current work.

Suh Wook moved up the military ranks for the past 3 decades before assuming office as
South Korea's Minister of National Defence this past September. Since taking on this role, Suh
Wook has been in talks with countries, such as the US and Japan, to confirm that South Korea
is interested in maintaining peace in the region while ensuring that the military defence
capabilities of his country show no signs of weakness.

Chin Young - Minister of the Interior and Safety ROK

Note: Chin Young was replaced by Jeon Hae-cheol in December 2020. 

Jeon Hae-cheol has just started in his new role as South Korea's Minister of the Interior and
Safety. Two key areas of the Ministry of Interior and Safety are the National Police Agency and
the management of government organizations at local levels.
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Chung Sye-kyun - Prime Minister of ROK -

Chung Sye-kyun was nominated Prime Minister by President Moon Jae-in at the end of
2019. His goals are to promote peace and prosperity for South Korea while keeping "an
ear to the ground" to ascertain the opinions of the country's citizens.

Wang Yang is the 9th Chairman of the Chinese People's Consultative Conference and a
member of the Politburo Standing Committee.  In the context of Chinese government
leadership, he is considered more liberal because he is in favour of economic and political
reform.

Wang Yang (CCP) - Representative of “The Party” - 

Kamala Harris - VP of United States

Jean-Yves Le Drian - Minister of Foreign Affairs, France, NATO Representative -

Since May 2017, Jean-Yves Le Drian has been the Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs. 
 North American and European Ministers of Foreign Affairs have representation in NATO and
since NATO acts as a single body, an attack on even one of its thirty members is seen as an
attack on them all.

Julie Verhaar - Secretary-General of Amnesty International -

Julie Verheer has significant experience working in fundraising campaigns and is now the
Acting Secretary General at Amnesty International.  In her role with Amnesty International,
she holds responsibilities that shape the direction that Amnesty International will take in
carrying out its mission to ensure that human rights are upheld.

**All military actions must be authorized by either Kamala Harris, Kim Jong-gwan, Suh Wook,
Wang Yang, or Jean-Yves Le Drian**

Kamala Harris is the recently elected Vice-president of the United States who works in
tandem with President Biden. The Trump administration was not able to make significant
gains in the plan for North Korea's denuclearization and North Korea has still produced
alternative weapons lately, such as intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs). Harris will act
as the representative for the United states as a whole, and has direct access to the
resources and opinions of the Federal Government.


